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From the Manager’s Desk
Festival of the Arts
The Festival of Arts is almost upon us.  January 31st will 
kick off the approximately 90 events that are part of the 
Festival.  There are activities happening every day and 
they culminate at the closing on March 1st.  Festival 
booklets will be available on January 15th and can be 
found at Artworks, City Hall, Big Rapids Community 
Library, and the Welcome Center.  Please participate as 
often as possible in this wonderful series of events. Visit 
brfota.org for more information. 

My name is Aaron Kuhn. Originally from West Virginia, 
my family moved to Midland when I was thirteen 
years old, so I have spent most of my life in Michigan. I 
have been married to my lovely wife, Sharon, for seven 
years. Before moving to Big Rapids, I was an auditor of 
local governments; I traversed the state, conducting 
audits of townships, villages, fire departments, and 
libraries. Trying to find some additional work-life 
balance was what brought us to Big Rapids four years 
ago. Since moving to Big Rapids, we have had two 
kids, a daughter, Clara, who is three, and a son, Brian, 
who is almost two. One of the things I love about living 
in Big Rapids is the walkability; we live within walking 
distance of parks, schools, the library, and downtown.

I serve as the City Treasurer, a role I have held for just 
over four years. Currently, I supervise the operations 
of the Finance Department which includes the 

Meet and Greet: 
Aaron Kuhn, City Treasurer

At the City Commission
On Monday, January 6, the City Commission 
welcomed new Community Pool Manager, Andrew 
DeFever. They also heard two study sessions. The 
first was an update regarding progress on replacing 
lead and copper water service lines into homes. The 
second was about potential changes to the 2020 
Rules of Procedure for City Commission meetings.

The Commission also acted on several points of 
business including:

• Adopting the 2020 Commission meeting 
schedule,

• Authorizing a new street light at E. Bellevue St 
and Michigan Avenue,

• Extending the City’s agreement with Lake and 
Lodge Realty, and

• Authorizing a deer cull.

Commission meetings are open to the public. Join us 
at 6:30 PM on the 1st and 3rd Mondays each month.



Treasurer’s Office, Income Tax, Assessing, and Human 
Resources. A couple of the main projects I work on 
include development and maintenance of the City 
budget, authoring the User Charge Report, and 
preparing the City for the annual audit. Something I 
enjoy most about my job is that each day it feels like I 
am working on different things. There is always a new 
problem that needs to be solved. 

Currently, I am in the beginning stages of compiling 
the annual budget for the 2020/2021 fiscal year which 
is approximately a six-month process. The Treasurer’s 
Office is working on the ability to accept automatic 
payment for utility bills, as well as electronic billing. 
This should dramatically decrease the cost of postage. 

Outside of my job, I like to work in the yard and go 
to the park with my wife and kids. I am also actively 
involved in my church and several different community 
organizations. Currently, I serve as Treasurer for the 
Rotary Club of Big Rapids, the Downtown Business 
Association, the Open Arms Child Advocacy Center, 
and am a member of the investment committee at my 
church. 

By the Numbers: 12/16/19-01/05/20
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 2,573 Total Passengers
• 2,573 Demand Response Passengers
• 0 Ferris Shuttle Riders (FSU on break)
• 320 Adult Riders and 593 Child Riders
• 1,660 Senior or Disabled Riders

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library
• Family Movie Night is on January 17th at 6PM. 

This month we’re showing Abominable.
• Join us on January 14th at 6PM for a presentation 

about Inspirational Snowflakes and a book 
signing with author Ralph Crew.

• The Library will be closed on Monday, January 
20, 2020 in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

• Many fun and unique activities are planned for 
this month. Check out the Library website to 
learn the what and when of Crafting for Kitties 
and Canines, Sugarcube Igloo Craft Time, and 
Bubblewrap Appreciation Day.

Check the Library website for more event details. 

Meet and Greet continued.

Electronic Billing:  Receive your Utility 
Bill in your Email Inbox
The City of Big Rapids is pleased to offer electronic 
billing.  By completing an enrollment form you are 
choosing to receive your City of Big Rapids monthly 
utility bill electronically and will not receive a bill by 
mail.

You can sign up at online at the following site:

https://cityofbr.seamlessdocs.com/f/waterebill

If you have any questions, please contact Karen 
Manoski at kmanoski@cityofbr.org or 231-592-4005.

Aaron and his son Brian

City Hall will be closed on Monday 
January 20, 2020.


